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hope of gaining a much desired education,
he went to America, and there worked in the
whcatfields of North Dakota, as a street car
conductor in Chicago, and on a Newfound-
land fishing hoat. In iSSS he returned to
Christiania, and in 1889 published Intellec-
tual Life in Modern America, a scathing and
brilliant criticism of American culture. This
was followed in 1890 by Hunger, and Ham-
sun's reputation was at once assured. In
1920 he received the Nobel prize for litera-
ture. His published works include Mysteries
(1892); Shallow Soil (1893); Pan (1894);
Victoria (1898); Dreamers (1904); Children
of the Age (1913) ; Growth of the Soil
(1917); Women at the Pump (1920).

Han, river, China, a tributary of the Yang-
tse-kiang, which it joins at Hankow. It is
navigable, for a portion of the year, as far
as Siang-yang, about 300 m., but boats of
small size can come down from Sinpuwan,
near its source. Navigation is difficult and
dangerous on account of the shifting sands.

Hancock, city, Michigan, Houghton co. It
is connected with Keweenaw Bay on the s.e.
by the Portage River, and a ship canal leads
directly to Lake Superior on the n. Han-
cock is the seat of the Finnish Lutheran Sem-
inary. In the vicinity are exceedingly rich
copper mines, and the town has smelting fur-
naces, stamping mills, and machine shops;
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Hancock, John (1737-93), American
statesman, was born in what is now Quincy,
Mass. From 1766 to 1772 he was a member
of the Massachusetts General Court, and in
that body as well as outside was one of the
leaders of the opposition to the arbitrary
measures of the British ministry directed
against the colonists; in 1774 and again in
1775 he presided over the extra-legal pro-
vincial congress of Massachusetts, and it was
partly to apprehend him that the expedition
of April 18-19, 1775, was sent from Boston
to Lexington and Concord. Hancock was a
member of the Continental Congress, 1775-
80 and 1785-6, was its president in May,
1775-Oct., 1777 (signing the Declaration of
Independence), and was again elected presi-
dent in 1785, but on account of illness did
not serve. He was also a member of the Mas-
sachusetts constitutional convention of 1780,
and was the first governor of the state un-
der the new constitution, 1780-5, serving
again as governor from 1787 until his death.

Hancock, Winfield Scott (1824-86),
American soldier, born in Montgomery co.,
Pa. He was appointed brigadier-general of

volunteers at the outbreak of the Civil War,
and greatly distinguished himself as comman-
der of the first division of the 2d corps at
Antietam, at Fredericksburg in the assault
upon Marye's Heights, and at Chancellors-
ville. At Gettysburg, besides being largely re-
sponsible for the choice of that battlefield, he
commanded the left center on the second and
third days and repulsed the famous final as-
sault of Pickett and Pettigrew, during which
he was severely wounded. Resuming his com-
mand in March, 1864, he fought with his
usual skill and brilliancy in the battles of the
Wilderness and Spottsylvania Court House,
at Cold Harbor and at Petersburg. He was
appointed brigadier-general in the regular
army, 1864, and major-general, 1866, com -
manded for a time the Fifth Military dis-
trict comprising Louisiana and Texas, his
policy being liberal and conciliatory; and
from 1872 until his death on Governor's
Island, N. Y., he commanded the Division
of the Atlantic. See F. A. Walker's General
Hancock (1894).
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Diagram of the Hand.
i, Carpal bones; 2,Metacarpal; 3, Phalanges.
Hand. The rnanus, or hand, is the termi-
nal segment of the anterior limb of many
vertebrates. The name is, however, usually
applied to the human manus, as distinguished
from that of lower animals. Its skeleton con-
sists of eight carpal or wrist bones, five met-
acarpal or palmar bones, and fourteen pha-
langes, three of which are in each finger and
two in the thumb. The large number of mus
cles and joints in the hand allows of move-
ments of great delicacy and intricacy and at
the ss^me time/ of considerable strength,